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ers a notion of the size and power of the creature by which in the 
eastern hemisphere the prophet Joel, who left us the first entomo- 
logical monograph ever written, was so impressed. 

Natural History and Geology in Bohemia. — We have re- 
ceived for notice several important works, containing many litho- 
graphic illustrations, upon the botany, natural history, palaeon- 
tology and geology of Bohemia, by several scientists of Prague, 
entitled, Archiv fur die Naturwissenschaftliche Landesdurchfor- 
s'chung von Bohmen, edited by Profs. Koristka and Krejei, who 
contribute several topographical and geological memoirs to the 
first volume, which appeared in 1869. Dr. Fric writes on the fos- 
sils of the chalk formation, and C. Feistmantel discusses the 
geology of the coal basin of Bohemia, while Dr. Celakovsky 
contributes a lengthy prodromus of the flora of Bohemia; Herr 
Lokaj catalogues the beetles; Alfred Slavik, the land and fresh- 
water molluscs, and E. Barta, the spiders. In the second volume, 
published in 1873, the prodromus of the flora is continued; and 
Dr. Fric enumerates the vertebrates and Crustacea, and describes 
the river fisheries of Bohemia. The third part of the prodromus 
of the flora appeared in 1875, and in 1876 was published Rosicky's 
Myriopoda of Bohemia. 

The works of the Geological Division, as far as received by 
us, comprise Dr. Em. Boricky's petrographical studies on the 
basalts, phonolitic and melaphyr rocks of Bohemia, with six fine 
colored chromo-lithographic, and two plain plates (1874-1876). 
The second volume contains Dr. A. Fric's fauna of the coal for- 
mation of Bohemia, wherein he describes and figures a fossil 
scorpion ( Cyclopthalmus senior Corda.), a new spider (Palaranea 
borassifolia), and a remarkable Tetradecapod crustacean [Gamp- 
sonychus parallellus Fric), with broad caudal appendages, and 
apparently forming a synthetic type, combining Decapod with 
Amphipod features, and bearing perhaps a family resemblance to 
our Illinois Carboniferous crustacean, Acanthotelson of Meek and 
Worthen; it has sessile eyes. Karl Feistmantel's Coal basins in 
different localities of Bohemia; Vala and Helmhacker's iron ores 
in the region of Prague and Beraun, and Helmhacker's geologi- 
cal description of portions of Bohemia, with a valuable work by 
Dr. G. C. Laube on the geology of the Erz mountains of Bohe- 
mia, are all valuable and fully illustrated; but undoubtedly 
Boricky's important work on microscopical petrography will 
excite a very considerable degree of interest among American 
geologists. The works can be obtained of Fr. Rivnac, the pub- 
lisher, at Prague, Austria. 

Kirby's Synonymic Catalogue of Butterflies. 1 — The appear- 
ance of the supplement to this work warrants some notice of one 

1 A Synonymic Catalogue of Diurnal Lefidoptera. By W. F. Kirby. London, 
1871. Supplement, March 1871 — June, 1877. London, 1877, 8vo. pp. 883. Van 
Voorst. 
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of the most useful books of reference the entomologist can have 
upon his book-shelves. The original work forms a bulky octavo 
of* 690 pages, while the supplement, even, is paged from 691 to 
883. As this contains simply a synonymic list of one group of 
Lepidoptera, one may form some idea of its extent, and the labor 
involved in its preparation. 

Ferns of North America. 1 — The first part, now before us, more 
than meets the expectations formed when the work was announced. 
Professor Eaton has treated the subject in a clear and methodical 
way ; presenting in a popular form detailed descriptions character- 
ized by the great merits of readability and accuracy. The plates 
are well done both by artist and lithographers. In the first part 
the following species are figured and described: Lygodium palma- 
tum, Cheilanthes vestita and cooperce, Aspleniuvi serratum. There 
is also a synopsis of the species of Cheilanthes known to occur in 
the United States. This work of so much promise can be most 
heartily recommended to botanical teachers and students.' The 
low price at which it is offered is a pleasant surprise to many who 
are . familiar with the cost of such productions, and it is to be 
earnestly hoped. that the projectors of this enterprise may receive 
from the public the support to which it is entitled. — G. L. G. 

Flower's Osteology of the Mammalia. 2 — This valuable 
resume of the osteology of the Mammalia, may be recom- 
mended to those desiring a knowledge of the subject, as the 
best manual in our language. While not exhaustive, it is full of 
information, especially in regard to cranial characters, and the 
text is elucidated by numerous and good wood-cuts. A number of 
allusions to the development of the several parts of the skeleton are 
scattered through the volume, and the systematic views of the writer 
are generally expressions of the latest results obtained in the field 
covered by the work. It furnishes an excellent introduction to the 
study of the palaeontology of the Mammalia. Messrs. Macmillan 
have long since earned the thanks of biologists by their zeal in 
publishing works of this class, preferring in some instances at 
least the position of public instructors to the accumulation of large 
profits on outlays. 

The Morphology of the Skull, — by W. K. Parker and G. T. 
Bettany. 3 This is another of the excellent manuals published by 
the Messrs. Macmillan. It consists of a general abstract of the 
papers by Prof. W. K. Parker, chiefly published in The Philo- 

1 Ferns of North America. By Prof. Daniel C. Eaton, of Yale College. Pub- 
lished by S. E. Cassino, Naturalist's Agency, Salem, Mass. Part I, price $1. 

2 An Introduction to the Osteology of the Mammalia. By Wm. Henry Flower, 
F. R. S., F. R. C. S. London, Macmillan & Co., l2mo. pp. 349 Second Edition. 

3 The Morphology of the Skull. By Prof. W. K. Parker, F. R. S., and F. Bet- 
tany, M. A. London, Macmillan & Co., 1877. l2mo. pp. 368. 
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